ROBESPIERRE
guard lest an attempt be made to make use of his
charges against the people.
It is not difficult to divine Robespierre's plans. He
had wanted to strike quickly, at a time when this could
have been done without loss of life, now he had
changed his tactics. Neither he nor the Commune
seriously expected an attack. Where thousands had
answered the Commune's summons, barely a handful
heeded the call of the Convention, in spite of the fact
that his enemies had stopped at no scruple. Vadier
invented a story about a royal seal Robespierre was
supposed to be using at the City Hall. Working-class
sections were told that it was he who had kept Marat
out of the Pantheon, and that he was only biding his
time to marry Madame Royale—the King's daughter
—and proclaim himself King of the French. "The fear
of losing one's head is a powerful stimulus to the
imagination", Vadier was to explain later to Cambon.
But it was all of no avail. Of the 5 0,000 armed men of the
sections, Barras was able to rake together less than
2000! Robespierre could dispose of at least ten times
that number. In what contempt Barras and his armed
force were held by him may be judged from the fact
that when at about one in the morning a list of sixteen
deputies was compiled who were to be arrested, Barras'
name was not even included. Robespierre and the
Commune were so confident of victory on the morrow
that they were taking political rather than military
measures. That night, they felt certain, would pass off
without incident. In the morning the tocsins would
sound again, a vast force would be assembled—suffi-
ciently vast to make all resistance futile—and there
would be another 2nd of June.
These calculations were not far wrong. We know
from Courtois' report that Barras had no intention of
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